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Environmental Justice is a New Field

Environmental Justice must be 
addressed by LEA programs in 
permitting facilities
The LEA must conduct a public 
informational meeting per PRC 44004
Federal and state guidelines for content 
of meetings and outreach are 
nonexistent



City of Los Angeles LEA Approach

In 1998, the City of LA adopted a resolution adopting 
principles in addressing environmental justice.  These 
included:
“Assure fair treatment of people … with respect to 
development”
“Provide a clear, consistent, predictable, and timely 
process for evaluating and addressing potential 
community impacts…”
“Include enhanced public outreach and on-going 
review of proposed guidance, policies, programs, and 
evaluation criteria/methodologies.”



Success Is Based on Communication

Communication must be clear, open 
and disclose all pertinent information to 
all stakeholders, specifically the:
Community, including adjoining 
businesses and residents, 
Project proponent or operator and 
Agencies with permitting authority



Need for Technological Assistance

To identify residents and businesses 
near proposed facilities and announce 
public meetings
Produce mailing lists
Determine language and literacy levels 
needed to notify residents most 
effectively



Environmental Database Description

Utilizes a combination of data from the 
CIWMB SWIS Database and the 
Federal Census 

Selected socio-demographic data was 
combined with numeric data and integrated 
with GIS software



System Description Con’t.

Information is pictorially presented to 
provide a more useful display of data
MS Access/Excel software is used to 
provide a comparative format
Data comparisons can be done from 
census block to city-to-city level
Data mining approach used















First Trials

Demographic analysis revealed detail 
not previously considered
Analysis generates data on linguistic 
isolation, educational level and other 
outreach-related issues
Creates a rationale for actions 
undertaken or expenses incurred



Conclusion

Ease of use
Comprehensive analysis possible
Used successfully for 4 permits
Documented extent of outreach
Results are easily comprehended
Cost effective
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